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An Open Letter to a VTH Detractor 

  

19-Dec-2008 

Dear Ike, 

     If you would read the Atonement, it would address any and all concerns that you have with 
VTH, EGW, and the MSA.   

 Please do not presume that I am pressuring you to be fair in your analysis.  In fact, I spent 
several days merely contemplating whether or not your E-mail should be answered.  Such time 
was exhausted in contemplation because I respect your freedom as a nominal Adventist to 
investigate or to fail in your scripturally assigned duty to so do.  Duty finally ruled the day.  For 
this reason, I responded to my wife’s prompting and rescued your negative letter from my “junk-
mail” file and devoted this precious time to minister to you.  But you should know that, very 
simply put, your failure to heed this message that has come to you in the name of the Lord 
jeopardizes your salvation.  You said the following: 

“Friend, I have nothing to do with Davidians. V.T. Houteff claimed that his Shepherd's Rod 
teachings were supported 100% by the writings of Ellen White. Nothing could be further from the 
truth.” 
 "God has a church upon the earth who are His chosen people, who keep His commandments. 
He is leading, not stray offshoots, not one here and one there, but a people." Counsels for the 
Church, p. 240. ”  Ike’s E-mail, Sunday, December 14, 2008, 9:05 PM 

By virtue of the fact that, according to your E-mail, you measure the Rod by the inspired work of 
EGW proves the severe hazard upon which you stand for she demands no such approach to her 
work; she disqualifies herself as being a saint who is capable of steering the ship of Zion.  A 
more thorough rendering of her above quote which you cite, by reading a few sentences down 
gives you a fuller context and expresses this point clearly.  She shows what the Bible teaches:  
That God’s elected servant and not quotes from her work is to be our pilot who stands at the 
head guiding the ship of Zion.  Therefore, VTH had a duty to match his work to the Bible and to 
no other light.  In fact, she shows that the pilot took the helm from the pre-existing captain so as 
to guide the ship to port.  If EGW, VTH, or the General Conference leaders were presumed by 
some to be the captain, then her counsel shows that Christ will even rebuke their fears and take 
the helm from them and put it under the control of a servant whom He, Himself, elects.  She 
says, 

 “…There is no need to doubt, to be fearful that the work will not succeed. God is at the head 
of the work, and He will set everything in order. If matters need adjusting AT THE HEAD 
OF THE WORK (The ministry), God will attend to that, and work to right every wrong. Let 
us have faith that God is going to carry the noble ship which bears the people of God  (not the 
tares) safely into port. ” 
“When I voyaged from Portland, Maine, to Boston, many years ago, a storm came upon us, 
and the great waves dashed us to and fro. The chandeliers (the SDA light) fell, and the trunks 
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were rolled from side to side, like balls. The passengers were frightened, and many were 
screaming, waiting in expectation of death (not anticipating translation). ” 
“AFTER A WHILE the pilot came on board. The captain stood near the pilot as he took the 
wheel (took control of the ministry), and expressed fear about the course in which the ship was 
directed. ‘Will you take the wheel?’ asked the pilot. The captain was not ready to do that, for 
he knew that he lacked experience (he felt that no man should steer the ship).  Then some of the 
passengers grew uneasy, and said they feared the pilot would dash them upon the rocks. ‘Will 
you take the wheel?’ asked the pilot; but they knew that they could not manage the wheel.” 
“…When you think that the work is in danger, pray, ‘Lord stand at the wheel. Carry us 
through the perplexity. Bring us safely into port.’ Have we not reason to believe that the Lord 
will bring us through triumphantly? . . . ”  
“…You cannot with your finite minds understand the working of all the providences of God. 
Let God take care of His own work.” The Faith I Live By (1958) {1958!? perhaps a compilation of 
EGW’s work}, p. 282; parenthesis added  

Amazing, according to the full context of your quote, somebody arrives late into the 
tempestuous, church journey and instead of destroying all with his brightness or whisking the 
saints to heaven he, at a time when the fearful were still in the work, takes control away from 
one who was formerly established as the ships leader or captain: there is an unwelcomed change 
in leadership.  Additionally, that very former leader, the SDA Ministry who are identified as the 
Captain, rather than being joyful instead became fearful of the pilot’s skills.  Beyond that, it was 
not merely the former leader, But also many who witnessed this pilot likewise distrusted his 
leadership and were also gripped with fear.  The pilot, being visible but non-blinding, could be 
none other than Christ’s presence hidden upon His Mustard Seed, the small and burgeoning 
“Kingdom-of-heaven”-guiding servant, the long-anticipated son of David.  So you see the Rod, 
the first to teach us about the son of David, does indeed agree with the works of EGW.  It’s you 
who have faltered in your search for truth from her works perhaps because you have been 
gripped with the very fears which her ship-journey drama describes.   

      VTH’s call to the church from 1929 to 1955 was not an attempt to, himself, pilot the ship to 
port; instead, it was a great manifestation that God is in control.  Father, through His inspiration 
of VTH, sought to garner not the Bible-ignoring tares who have rooted themselves in Laodicea 
and in her leadership, but the true “people of God safely into port”.  The fact that none could 
then disprove his inspired teachings from the Bible, the Captain’s log, is solid proof of this 
claim!  In disharmony with this theme, you look to a dead woman, EGW, to become your guide.  
This disconcerting fact expresses the real reason why you find yourself hostilely at variance with 
the teachings of The Shepherd’s Rod Message.  You presume that a strict adherence to EGW’s 
quotes and her work is to be our safety.  The MSA, the Pilot’s arm now on board, has proven that 
EGW’s most dominant theme throughout all her work is that our light must come from the Bible, 
and that we are to never measure or elevate her work above that very sacred text.  In this way 
will the wise allow Christ, “the Word”, instilled within His guide, to safely lead the ship of Zion.   

  

You speak of division which the Rod has brought to the church.  You say the following: 

I have seen too much of the division Davidians have brought into my denomination and the souls 
they have led to perdition. My views on this offshoot movement are an article I wrote after I lost two 
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good Adventist friends to the Davidians. Later, when they came to their senses, they joined a 
Sunday-keeping church. My article is at:  Ike’s E-mail, Sunday, December 14, 2008, 9:05 PM 

How any informed and sober-minded Adventist could ever think in a way that you have 
expressed in the above quote, that leaving the SDA faith the ship of Zion and joining 
“Babylon”, the Sunday-keeping churches, is a manifestation that such a people have “come to 
their senses”, is unfathomable.  Being gripped with such irrational conclusions demands a soul-
piercing call for serious introspection:  have you identified the true reason for the confusion in 
Laodicea?  Was it really VTH’s inspired and vociferous call to reform which he directed to the 
“lukewarm”, Jesus-vomit-pre-destined, blind, Laodicean brethren the reason for the prevailing 
division?  Or is it due to the mind-gripping terror of the devil and his deceptions fear 
condemned by Christ, Zion’s Pilot, who commanded his true disciples saying “it is I, be not 
afraid” that is the real reason for the gulf that has separated us?  As the brethren, over the past 
78 years, faintly saw the Lord’s approach to the tossed and driven ship of Zion, an approach 
manifested by the feet of VTH advancing zealously towards them with words of hail and 
greeting, they confused their Pilot with a ghost, a devil.  It was this reaction to VTH’s inspired 
Light that caused the timid and faithless hordes to become possessed with fear.  They then turned 
their eyes from their salvation leaving the few faithful, like Peter, to courageously step onto the 
hazardous waters so as to welcome their approaching Light?   Their goal was not to flee the 
safety of the ship of Zion; instead, it was merely a zeal to accompany their Lord as part of His 
entourage in order to escort Him to the “pilot’s wheel”.  Objective analysis will show that it is 
those few disciples who, like Peter, surmounted their fear of ghosts (devils) and rose from the 
false security of the ship so as to embrace Bible-validated light, the Lord, and welcome it(Him) 
into their embrace who are true disciples, the men who have won your scorn.  Such fearless and 
obedient disciples always deem to gaze through the blinding fog so as to view the true nature of 
any declared threat before their hearts seize leaving them motionless and paralyzed.   

      VTH approached the Church 78 years ago only seeking the same as does Derek West, the 
Lord’s promised Mustard Seed, seeks today: That is, we both have been commissioned to 
awaken the brethren from their slumber, and bring clarity to their foggy-eyed vision so that they 
may cease to remain “settled on their lees” (Zeph 1:12) and may instead, open their Bibles 
independent from any other fear-inspiring influence and embrace the  Righteousness of Christ.  
There is one difference, the MSA directs it ministry towards Davidians; yet, it excludes no one.  
Thus, I am convinced that the Lord’s providence has placed this document, Atonement and 
Amazingly Sufficient Grace, into your hands.  It shows you exactly how “He(God) will set 
everything in order”.  For this reason, you should be told that if you fail to heed His, the Pilot’s, 
Bible-validated, Atonement message today a message which for the first time in world history, 
fully clears the fog that has enshrouded that ceremony then there simply will be no place for 
you on the righteous side of the “pearly gates”.  Instead, your lot, as an angel of darkness, will be 
the flames of hell prepared for the devil and all of his other ghoulish ghosts and their worshipers. 

 May you today soften your frozen heart and hear the Lord’s voice. 

 Sincerely, 

 Derek West 


